
Climate Change and Health 
Climate change is an individual and public health issue and ACP is concerned 
about the impact that it could have on individual people and populations in the 
United States and throughout the world. 

Tackling climate change is a “win-win” situation – benefiting not only our planet, 
but also the health of our patients and community. Potential effects of climate 
change on human health include higher rates of respiratory and heat-related 
illness, increased prevalence of vector-borne and waterborne diseases, food and 
water insecurity, and malnutrition. Persons who are elderly, sick, or poor are 
especially vulnerable to these potential consequences. By addressing climate 
change, we not only avert environmental catastrophe but also gain public health 
improvements such as cleaner air and better respiratory health from reduced 
dirty fuel use and improved cardiovascular health through more active 
transportation like walking and cycling. 

ACP policy recommends: 

• That the United States must commit to taking both a leadership and 
collaborative role in developing, implementing, and ensuring the success a 
global effort to address climate change and in reducing its own 
contributions to greenhouse emissions. Climate change adaptation 
strategies must be established, and mitigation measures must be adopted. 

• The health care sector, within the United States and globally, must 
implement environmentally sustainable and energy-efficient practices and 
prepare for the impacts of climate change to ensure continued operations 
during periods of elevated patient demand. 

• Governments should commit to providing substantial and sufficient climate 
change research funding to understand, adapt to, and mitigate the human 
health effects of climate change. 

Questions for Candidates 
Question 1: Do you consider humans to be largely responsible for climate 
change?  How do you respond to those who reject mainstream science on 
climate change? 

Question 2: What is your plan to address climate change? How can the United 
States achieve the goals established by the Paris Agreement on greenhouse gas 
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emission mitigation, adaptation, and financing? How will your administration work 
with other countries to address climate change? 

Question 3: Climate change is already having a negative impact on human and 
environmental health. What actions will your administration take to prevent future 
harm to human health? 

Question 4: How will your administration help the health care sector to become 
more environmentally sustainable and prepare for elevated patient demand that 
may occur after climate change-related weather events? 

Question 5: Will your administration commit to funding research to better 
understand, adapt to, and mitigate the human health effects of climate change? 
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