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MY JOURNEY WITH CLIMATE CHANGE
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CLIMATE CHANGE IS A “UNIVERSAL” SOCIAL 
JUSTICE ISSUE

CLIMATE CHANGE CREATES SEVERE AND DANGEROUS
• HEAVY RAINFALLS
• DANGEROUS STORMS/HURRICANES/TORNADOES
• FLOODS
• DROUGHTS
• HEAT WAVES
• WILD- FIRES
CLIMATE CHANGE THREATENS OUR HEALTH 
• CHANGING THE SPREAD OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES
• INTERFERING WITH OUR FOOD SOURCES
• STRAINING VITAL INFRASTRUCTURE LIKE ROADS AND BRIDGES

Human activities – specifically, the burning of fossil fuels for electricity and 
transportation – are the major driver of climate change. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACT ON HUMAN HEALTH

CDC Climate Change diagram  Uploaded by: ridohealth, Mar 31, 2017
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WE CAN’T BREATHE
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BLACK AMERICANS AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Climate change acts as a multiplier of many of 
the problems that Black Americans face related to 
environmental racism, poverty, and hunger.
v Racism, Racial Bias and 

Discrimination
v Racial Profiling
v Institutional Racism 
v Social & Environmental 

Determinants of Health
v Trauma

Jones CP Using Socially Assigned Race to probe White advantages in health status.  Ethn Dis 2008;18(4)496-504
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RACE	AND	SES

Systemic Racism and socioeconomic 
disadvantages lead to the 
overrepresentation of minorities in 
housing and work environments that 
lead to elevated risk of exposure to 
climate change,  major hardships, 
conflicts, and disruptions such as 
crime, violence, material deprivation, 
loss of loved ones, recurrent financial 
strain, relationship conflicts, 
unemployment, and 
underemployment 

Williams 2016
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CLIMATE CHANGE IS WIPING OUT HARRIET TUBMAN’S 
HOMELAND, AND WE’RE DOING LITTLE ABOUT IT

By Rona Kobell Updated Boston Globe October 24, 2019.
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AIR POLLUTION,  WATER POLLUTION, EQUITY AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE?

Sullivan, K., Thakur, N. Structural and Social Determinants of Health in Asthma in 
Developed Economies: a Scoping Review of Literature Published Between 2014 and 
2019. Curr Allergy Asthma Rep 20, 5 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11882-020-0899-
6
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CLIMATE CHANGE FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN YOUTH
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ROLE OF PSYCHIATRISTS IN THE ISSUES OF TODAY
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This book addresses the unique 
sociocultural and historical 
systems of oppression that have 
alienated African-American and 
other racial minority patients 
within the mental healthcare 
system.

Racism and Psychiatry (Springer, 2019)
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STRESS	&	TRAUMA	TOOLKIT	FOR	TREATING
AFRICAN	AMERICANS	IN	A	CHANGING	POLITICAL	
AND	SOCIAL	ENVIRONMENT

Context: From Slavery→ Jim Crowà civil right movement→ high 
incarceration→ continued racial discrimination, racial profiling, police 
brutality including  shootings, President Trump’s comments on race and 
African American communities, lead to ongoing trauma and stress for 
African Americans

Purpose
Ø Education
Ø Increase awareness
Ø Provide resources for providers



Engaging the church in promoting climate 
health equity
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