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The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the need for a 
strong, well-funded, and resilient public health 
system. What actions will you support to rebuild and 
improve our public health infrastructure to better 
address crises like COVID-19 and climate change? 

We need elected leaders who will support sustained funding and capacity for local, 

state, and federal health agencies to prepare for climate disasters, track 

climate-related diseases, and take action to prevent climate health impacts. 

As the COVI D-19 pandemic has shown, our public health infrastructure has been severely 
frayed through years of neglect and underfunding. The situation for climate-health 

capacity is even worse. The CDC's Climate Ready Cities and States program has $10 
million in funding it disperses to 16 states and two cities; meanwhile, healthcare costs due 
to climate change are estimated at $820 billion. Most states, and over 3,000 local health 
departments, have no formal support or capacity and little guidance. Few resources have 
gone into building the capacity of local, state, and federal agencies to protect and promote 

public health in the era of climate change. 

Our public health system needs resources for better real-time monitoring and response to 
climate-related disease, including infectious diseases, wildfires, and heat illnesses, and to 
train the public health workforce-including community health workers-to promote and 
protect physical and mental health in the era of climate change. Our public health system 

must also be equipped to analyze the potential health risks or benefits of proposed 

climate actions and educate the public on important climate health risks. 
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