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Overview







http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQMZZ8ng7oI




























 

Country, Climate, Health
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1lstSf0s65V4uJuBaLpCchvdCVH5ICU-_/preview
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LANDS OF THE YAQUI & 
DAKOTA NATIONS
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• In 2019, the ILO estimated that there 476.6 million Indigenous
persons in the world, 6.2 % of the total global population.

• The United Nations also estimates that 80% of the world’s 
remaining biological diversity is on the lands of Indigenous 
Peoples.



Ensuring the Climate Resiliency of Indigenous Peoples’ Food
Systems: Global Survey Results
Disseminated and compiled by the International Indian Treaty 
Council

Total Surveys Received: 118 
28 Countries from 7 Regions
Languages: Russian, English, Spanish, French, Portuguese
Indigenous Peoples/Nations represented: 134
Indigenous Individuals reported to be represented: 3,648,663
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What is the traditional means of subsistence 
for your community/ tribe/ nation/ peoples?

Preliminary Report on the Indigenous Peoples Global Consultation for the UN Food Systems Summit “Ensuring the Resiliency of Indigenous Peoples’ Food 
Systems”,
International Indian Treaty Council Survey. https://iitc.org/program-areas/food-sovereignty/#UN_Food_Systems_Summit_September_2021
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A Cycle of Harm



Example of the Cycle: Oceti Sakowin



Treaty Rights

FORT LARAMIE TREATY, APRIL 29, 1868
ARTICLE 16. The United States hereby agrees and stipulates that the country north of the North Platte River and 
east of the summits of the Big Horn Mountains shall be held and considered to be unceded Indian territory, and 
also stipulates and agrees that no white person or persons shall be permitted to settle upon or occupy any 
portion of the same; or without the consent of the Indians first had and obtained, to pass through the same;
--- TREATY WITH THE SIOUX -- BRULÉ, OGLALA, MINICONJOU, YANKTONAI, HUNKPAPA, BLACKFEET, CUTHEAD, TWO KETTLE, SANS ARCS, 

AND SANTEE-- AND ARAPAHO 15 Stat., 635. Ratified, Feb. 16, 1869. Proclaimed, Feb. 24, 1869



Violation of Treaty 
Rights: Loss of Land



Development on our Land: The Homestake Gold 
Mine operated in the Black Hills from 1886 – 2002, 
the largest and deepest gold mine in North America

Homestake Gold Mine, 1889



Continued environmental desecration of Treaty 
Lands via energy and resource development





“Eleven women and girls who 
were raped, gang-raped or 

violently molested in the 
Papua New Guinea Highlands 
have reached an out-of-court 

settlement with [Canadian mining 
company Barrick Gold], having 
refused to accept the "insulting" 
compensation paid to 120 fellow 

victims...The Porgera 
community says security 

guards and mobile police at 
the mine have raped more 
than 200 women and girls 

over the past two decades…” -
- Sydney Morning Herald, April 

4, 2015

Health Impacts of Mining on Indigenous Girls



19Mexico: Changing weather patterns including dramatic decreases in 
summer rainfall are directly impacting the growing capacity of 

traditionally important crops such as corn in many regions





Buffalo Role in Preventing, Mitigating & Adapting to 
Climate Change

• Buffalo support Native grasses which prevent
soil erosion

• Lower “carbon footprint” than cows

• Envisioned basis for Tribal Nations’ food
sovereignty, health, & cultural survival

In October 2015, 100,000 cattle died in an early blizzard in South Dakota.

No buffalo deaths were reported!



A Story: Indigenous Rights, Food Systems, CC & Health Disparities

Traditional foods & systems protect against developing T2DM in AI
communities

Colonization attacked traditional food systems & replaced them with commodity 
foods -> nutrition food deserts & higher GDM + T2DM

Climate change has gone hand in hand with colonization (e.g. mass killing of 
buffalo, mining + drilling on Indigenous lands) and exacerbates the food 
insecurity & health impacts like T2DM via draughts, pollution, soil degradation.

1) Huttlinger, K. W. (1995). A Navajo perspective of diabetes. Family and Community Health, 18(2), 9–16. http://www.jstor.org/stable/44953615
2) 2) Sharon Levy, To Combat Diabetes, Native Peoples Rediscover Traditional Plants: Ethnobotanists partner with indigenous communities, BioScience, Volume 69, Issue 

9, September 2019, Pages 689–696, https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biz081

http://www.jstor.org/stable/44953615
https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biz081


Sancar F, Abbasi J, Bucher K. Mortality Among American Indians and Alaska Natives. JAMA. 2018;319(2):112. 
doi:10.1001/jama.2017.20760



“Among them: Native Americans have some of the highest rates of health 
conditions, such as obesity and diabetes, that make a person much more 

likely to die from Covid.” – NYT

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/08/briefing/covid-death-toll-native-americans.html

http://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/08/briefing/covid-death-toll-native-americans.html


The United Nations General Assembly 
Adopts the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples September 13th, 2007

UN News Service 
Photo

“The rights 
recognized herein 
constitute the 
minimum standards 
for the survival, 
dignity and well- 
being of the 
Indigenous Peoples 
of the world.” -- 
Article 43



UN Bodies, Agencies and States 
SHALL promote, respect and fully 

apply the UN Declaration

“The United Nations, its bodies, including the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and 
specialized agencies, including at the country

level, and States shall promote respect for and full 
application of the provisions of this Declaration 

and follow up the effectiveness of this
Declaration.” -- Article 42



The Declaration is the “Minimum Standard”

• “The rights recognized herein 
constitute the minimum standards 
for the survival, dignity and 
well-being of the Indigenous 
Peoples of the world.”

--Article 43



Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and protection of 
the environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories 

and resources…
-- Article 29, para. 1, UN Declaration on the Rights of

Indigenous Peoples



Right to Health and to 
Traditional Health-Related 
Practices

“Indigenous peoples have 
the right to their 
traditional medicines and 
to maintain their health 
practices, including the 
conservation of their vital 
medicinal plants, animals 
and minerals…” --- 
UNDRIP Article 24



UNDRIP Article 30

1. Military activities shall not take place in the lands or
territories of indigenous peoples, unless justified by a 

relevant public interest or otherwise freely agreed with or 
requested by the indigenous peoples concerned.

2. States shall undertake effective consultations with the 
indigenous peoples concerned, through appropriate

procedures and in particular through their 
representative institutions, prior to using their lands or 

territories for military activities.





Violence Against Indigenous 
Women and Children, Article 22

2. States shall take measures, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, 
to ensure that indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection 
and guarantees against all forms of violence and discrimination.
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