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 Health and Climate Advocacy in Virginia
A Tale of Success and What Came Next



2014-Climate Policy Comes to Virginia



2015-VA Pediatricians Support Climate Policy



2017-VCCA is Launched



VCCA Structure
All licensed health care professionals and trainees 
Physicians, Nurses, Pharmacists, Psychologists, 
Public Health Professionals, etc.

Over 500 general members

~15 Steering Committee members

Staff: Executive Director, Communications Manager, Fellows

Committees: Healthcare Sustainability, Education, Advocacy

Statewide representation 
Northern Virginia, Richmond, Charlottesville, Roanoke, Hampton Roads

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmmkPATJbDc&t=1s


VCCA 7TH Annual Advocacy Day 2/1/24



Summary of Cumulative RGGI Health Benefits, 2009 to 
2014



Energy Insecurity Is SDH in Virginia

Energy Insecurity in Virginia
% income spent on utilities by VA households:

Average: 2%
Low income: 7%
Extremely low income: 17%

Dangerous coping mechanisms: reduce food & 
health expenditures, forgo heating/cooling 
causing unhealthy home temperatures
Pitt D, Suen I, MacKenzie M, Alexander A, Lumsden M. Investing in Virginia through energy efficiency: an analysis 
of the impacts of RGGI and the HIEE program. January 2023 

Energy 
insecurity



VCCA Supports RGGI 2017-2020



The Virginia Clean Economy Act 2020



Virginia General Assembly 2020

The year all our dreams came true!



$384M for VA Energy Insecurity From RGGI! 

Total RGGI Proceeds for VA 

Source: https://vaeec.org/rggi/by-the-numbers/ accessed 
9/5/23

https://vaeec.org/rggi/by-the-numbers/


RGGI Supports VA Coastal Resilience! 

https://wetlandswatch.org/community-flood-preparedness-fund



Governor Youngkin Announces Plan to Leave RGGI 



Governor Youngkin and RGGI 



VA Rural Counties Fight Large Scale Solar 



VCCA Collaborates on Parking Lot Solar Bill

Supporting Groups

Virginia Clinicians for Climate 
Action, Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation, Southern 
Environmental Law Center, 
Virginia Conservation Network, 
NRDC, Climate Cabinet Action, 
Virginia Agribusiness Council, 
League of Conservation Voters, 
and Virginia Cattlemen's 
Association.



"Ours is not the struggle of one day, one week, or 
one year. Ours is not the struggle of one judicial 
appointment or presidential term. Ours is the 
struggle of a lifetime, or maybe even many 
lifetimes, and each one of us in every generation 
must do our part."
― John Lewis, in Across That Bridge: A Vision for 
Change and the Future of America

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/19225744
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/19225744


Walking the Tightrope of 
Advocacy and Policy

Tonyehn Verkitus
Executive Director

The intricate dance of physician engagement



Mission
PSR PA professionals champion the health 
of all communities by advocating for 
socially and environmentally just actions. 

Vision
PSR PA develops safe and resilient 
communities for a healthy future.



ROBERT NICKELSBERG/GETTY IMAGES



As of January 29, 2024, there are records of 219,447 drilled 
and proposed wells in Pennsylvania, which have been 
assessed 75,450 violations since 2008.



Pennsylvania Shell Ethylene Cracker Plant

Beaver County

(Ryan Gattis)

US Steel, Clairton, PA (PSR PA)
PES Refinery Explosion, South Philadelphia (CNN)





Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) / Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

https://atlaspolicy.com/issue-brief-the-state-of-federal-climate-implementation-by-state/


How Climate Informs 
Strategic Decisions
● Decreasing CO2 by phasing out fossil fuels 

● Decreasing methane and all toxic emissions

● Increasing health provider climate education 
through CME, film clubs, conferences and 
webinars.

● Providing solutions!
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Health Professional Advocacy



www.psrpa.org     |     info@psrpa.org

Tonyehn@psrpa.org

The 
Social Life 
of Trees
New York Times 

article by Ferris Jabr

“An old-growth forest is neither an 
assemblage of stoic organisms tolerating 
one another’s presence nor a merciless 
battle royale: It’s a vast, ancient and intricate 
society. There is conflict in a forest, but there 
is also negotiation, reciprocity and perhaps 
even selflessness.”



Heat 
Advocacy

Cheryl L. Holder, MD

Exec. Dir. Florida Clinicians for Climate Action

Medical Society Consortium on Climate Health

February 12, 2024



(FCCA) is a coalition of health professionals and health organizations concerned 
about the impacts of climate change on Florida residents, especially those in 
vulnerable populations.

Florida Clinicians for Climate Action

456
Supporters 

MONTHLY 
ACTIVITIES 

ESTABLISHED
JAN. 2018

501c3
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Background: Currently in Miami

Heat risks are also elevated in urban 
environments due to Urban Heat Island Effect 



ArcGIS Story Map: Vulnerability 

● Homestead, Florida 
City, Hialeah, Miami, 
Opa-Locka, and 
Miami Gardens

● Homestead, 
Florida City, 
Hialeah, Miami, 
Opa-Locka, and 
Miami Gardens



Water, Shade and Rest- 2021

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/envir
onment/climate-change/article277386338.html



Protect our outdoor worker

https://www.we-count.org/quecalor

• Heat Ordinance Goals:
• Mandate 10 minutes of rest for all 

farm and construction workers (est. 
80K) if heat index is 90 F or more 
for two consecutive hours. Also, 
education on heat for workers and 
a county office for heat issues.

• Expected to occur at most five (5) 
days per year based on historical 
records.  

https://www.we-count.org/quecalor


Advocating for the Outdoor Worker 

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environmen
t/climate-change/article277646833.html

Photo-C.L. 
Holder



Advocacy 
Activities
• Social Media 

• Op Ed 

• Awareness at outreach 
events

• Advocacy Action of the 
Month

• Comments at commission 
meetings.



Advocacy Activities
FCCA in the Press

Lessons for Florida: Tropical nations know the risks 
of mosquito-borne diseases and extreme heat | The 

Invading Sea by Anh Le. Also published in the 
Orlando Sentinel and Tampa Bay Times! This was 

our first FCCA Oped Team publication - 
congratulations Anh!

Doctor issues critical warning about taking extreme 
heat more seriously: 'We can...prevent death' 

(thecooldown.com) by Cheryl Holder.

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2023/08/13/letter
s-oucs-high-demand-climate-change-ignorance-sp

eedy-trump-trials/  by Shauna Junco

https://www.tampabay.com/news/tampa/2023/08/2
2/floridas-heat-takes-toll-health-shade-provides-reli

ef-not-all/  featuring quotes by Cheryl Holder

https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=bd8cc66534&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=9a40c15994&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=9a40c15994&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=9a40c15994&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=84ddf523b4&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=84ddf523b4&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=84ddf523b4&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=965315f463&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=965315f463&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=965315f463&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=bd8cc66534&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=bd8cc66534&e=f6bcce40f8
https://floridaclinicians.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29f1ab1524abcbca1eaf95e60&id=bd8cc66534&e=f6bcce40f8


Outcome

FINAL Vote 
Postponed

For March 2024!



Preemption?



Collaboration is a critical asset
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Please follow us on Instagram @flclinicians
Please follow us on Facebook and LinkedIn 

@Florida Clinicians for Climate Action

Thank You

www.floridaclincians.org


