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2025 CHEF Fellows, Drs. Janelle White, Keisha Callins, Marshala Lee-McCall, Micah
Nishigaki, Audrey Tanksley, and Kathi Earles presented on topics such as the impact of
climate disasters on payors, heat and pregnancy, environmental justice in Delaware, food
insecurity, impact of climate disasters on substance use disorders, and the impact of
excessive heat on children. The session was moderated by Associate Fellowship Director,
Dr. Venise Curry.

National Medical Association, July 21 , 2025 | Specialty Section: Community Health and Preventive Medicinest

(pictured from left to right): Drs. Audrey Tanksley, Janelle White, Micah Nishigaki, Mark Mitchell, Venise Curry, 
Keisha Callins, Kathi Earles, Marshala Lee-McCall, Kimberly Williams

The CHEF and PEECH Fellowships were prominently featured at the NMA Annual Meeting through several keynote events, including
the annual CHEF and PEECH Fellowship session hosted by the Community Health and Preventive Medicine Section, the first-ever Joint

Plenary Session on Climate Change and Heat sponsored by nine specialty sections, and the inaugural Sustainability in Surgery
Symposium presented by the Surgery Section.

https://medsocietiesforclimatehealth.org/climate-and-health-equity-fellowship-chef/


SPOTLIGHT: 
2025 FELLOWS TAKING ACTION (CONT.)
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS & OP-EDS

Climate & Health Equity Fellowship

IN ACTION & PAST EVENTS

We sincerely thank our sponsors and partners for their continued collaboration and commitment to
support our efforts. Together, we continue building alliances to advance health equity.

2025 CHEF Fellow and psychiatrist
Dr. Ifeanyi Olele, published an op-
ed on July 16, on the connection
between extreme heat and mental
health   

Dr. Alfred Glover DPM,
2023 CHEF Fellow and
2024/2025 PEECH
fellow,  received an
award for excellence
as the inaugural fellow
of the Policy
Experience in
Environmental
Changes and Health
Fellowship.

(pictured) Dr. Williams, Dr. Glover,
Dr. Johnson, Dr. Curry
July 21, 2025

CHEF Specialty Section:
Community Health and Preventive
Medicine, NMA 2025, Chicago, IL

JANELLE WHITE, MD

SPOTLIGHT: CHEF FELLOWS TAKING ACTION 
DR. MICAH NISHIGAKI

IFEANYI OLELE, DO

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency
(EPA) held a virtual
public hearing on July
8 , regarding the EPA’s
proposed Repeal of
Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
Emission Standards. Dr.
Micah Nishigaki, 2025
family medicine CHEF
Fellow gave public
comments on
connections of climate
and health and impacts
repealing standards.
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2025 CHEF Fellow and New
Jersey pediatric pulmonologist,
Dr. Khalil Savary established a
resident curriculum on
environment and health

Dr. Janelle White, 2025 CHEF Fellow and
North Carolina pediatrician hosted a
webinar series on breaking information and
guidance on Medicaid Managed Care

DR. KHALIL SAVARY

The first-ever NMA Sustainability in Surgery
Symposium, led by Dr. Shaneeta Johnson -
CHEF 2021 (pictured above), featured surgeons
including Patricia Sylla, MD and Yewande Alimi,
MD, as well as CHEF Fellows George Crawford
Jr., MD, Class of 2023 (pictured center) and
Charles Moore, MD, Class of 2024, (pictured far
right) bringing environmental awareness and
surgical innovation to the forefront.

SELIKA SWEET, MD

Click the images to visit the respective webpages

Dr. Selika Sweet, 2025 CHEF Fellow
and Family Medicine physician,
published an op-ed on the effects
of extreme heat on Mississippian
youth athletes.

AWARDEE: 
PEECH FELLOW | DR. AL GLOVER

Dr. Roger A. Mitchell Jr., was installed as
the 126  NMA President. Dr. Mitchell Jr.’s
four pillars of his presidency include a focus
on Environmental Health and Justice.
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Dr. Mark Mitchell, Founding CHEF Director and
Chair of The NMA Council of Environmental
Concerns, Dr. Lawrence Burns 2024 CHEF Fellow
and Dr. Shaneeta Johnson, 2021 CHEF Fellow led
the first-ever joint plenary session on Climate
Change and Heat which was supported by 9
sections (Council on Environmental Health and
Climate Change, Community Health and
Preventive Medicine, Surgery, Pathology,
Psychiatry, Podiatry, Family Medicine, Obstetrics
& Gynecology and Aerospace & Military Medicine).

https://www.ncahec.net/practice-support/medicaid-managed-care-2-2/
https://www.ncahec.net/practice-support/medicaid-managed-care-2-2/
https://njms.rutgers.edu/departments/pediatrics/brickcityasthma/
https://njms.rutgers.edu/departments/pediatrics/brickcityasthma/
https://jacksonadvocateonline.com/heat-sensation-protecting-mississippis-youth-in-an-era-of-rising-temperatures/
https://medsocietiesforclimatehealth.org/climate-and-health-equity-fellowship-chef/
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Congratulations to Dr. Shaneeta Johnson

Join us for the sixth session in our Climate & Health Equity Webinar Series, featuring Selika Josiah Talbott, Former Vice
President of the Los Angeles Transportation Commission. 

She is a distinguished transportation mobility advocate, author, and executive. Attorney Talbott has made significant
contributions to the transportation sector as a former Senior Advisor at USDOT's FMCSA, and currently Executive in Residence
at Los Angeles Clean Tech Incubator, and Adjunct Professor at USC. She is notably recognized for her work as the author of
the "Sammie and Sally" book series, which aims to inspire and educate young readers about transportation and mobility. 

In this session, she will explore how transportation policies and infrastructure decisions impact environmental outcomes and
public health with an emphasis on creating sustainable solutions and inclusive transportation systems that promote health
equity and climate resilience. 

CLIMATE & HEALTH EQUITY WEBINAR SERIES

CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

Watch This Year’s Past Webinars:
https://www.youtube.com/@medicalsocietyconsortiumon1650/playlists 

APPLY HERE

Scan or click the QR
code to apply to the
2026 CHEF application

JOIN US IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Time Zones:
3pm - 4pm EDT

2pm - 3pm CDT

12pm - 1pm PDT

2021 Inaugural CHEF Fellow
and Director of CHEF and
PEECH, Dr. Shaneeta
Johnson, makes history as
only the 7th female Chair of
the Surgical Section.  She
hosted the first Surgical
Sustainability Symposium at
NMA.  She represents the
legacy of Meharry Medical
College, an institution that
continues to advance health
caring and transformation of
lives as the first female chair
of surgery at the institution.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSw5NW_rh2xZUTHXGVbxe6pZaa6xu-O2j9BhY4Zr4-Bq69RA/viewform
https://gmu.zoom.us/meeting/register/zN2rG-fzR5KIBR72NoSbQQ#/registration
https://medsocietiesforclimatehealth.org/climate-and-health-equity-fellowship-chef/
https://www.youtube.com/@medicalsocietyconsortiumon1650/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/@medicalsocietyconsortiumon1650/playlists

