
 

Action Toolkit: EPA’s Proposed Delay of Tier 4 Vehicle Emission Standards 

There are a few ways you can take action:  

1. Provide public testimony. Public hearings will take place June 3-4, 2026. Email to 
request the registration form or ask questions about the hearing. Registration is 
open through June 2. 

2. Submit a written comment here or at regulations.gov, Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-
OAR-2025-3297. Deadline: July 6, 2026.  

3. Raise awareness by sharing this toolkit with 5 colleagues and encouraging them 
to take action. 

 
What is this rule and why does the delay matter? 

On March 20, 2024, the EPA finalized the Tier 4 Multi-Pollutant Emissions Standards. 
These were the strongest-ever vehicle pollution standards for passenger cars, light 
trucks, and medium-duty vehicles, covering model years 2027 through 2032. The 
standards reduce harmful tailpipe emissions of fine particulate matter (PM2.5), nitrogen 
oxides (NOx), and other criteria pollutants that cause serious and well-documented 
health harms. 

On May 14, 2026, the EPA proposed delaying Tier 4 by two model years, citing industry 
feasibility concerns. This is Part 1 of a two-part review; Part 2 may result in permanent 
changes to or elimination of the standards entirely. The proposed delay means millions 
more vehicles will be sold at higher pollution levels that we already know cause 
preventable illness and death.  

A critical point often overlooked: Vehicles sold in model years 2027 and 2028 under 
weaker Tier 3 standards will remain on the road for 15 to 20 years. Every model year of 
delay is not a two-year gap in health protection. It is a two-decade tail of preventable 
harm that will be felt in our communities, our hospitals, and our children’s lungs long 
after these vehicles roll off the lot. 

Transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. and a 
leading contributor to harmful air pollution. More than 1 in 3 Americans live in 
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communities with unhealthy air. People of color are almost three times more likely than 
white people to be breathing the most polluted air. The communities bearing the 
greatest burden of vehicle pollution are the same ones with the least political power to 
fight back. 

The health case: what vehicle pollution does to the human body 

Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) from vehicle tailpipes are 
systemic toxins that affect every major organ system. Anyone’s health can be put at risk 
by vehicle pollution, but children, older adults, pregnant people, people with heart or 
lung disease, and people who live near major roads face the greatest danger. The medical 
evidence is unambiguous and extensive: 

• Respiratory disease: Vehicle pollution is a leading driver of asthma onset, asthma 
attacks, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and reduced lung 
function across the lifespan. Nitrogen oxides react with other molecules in the 
atmosphere to produce ground-level ozone. Breathing ozone is like getting a 
sunburn on your lungs. Children’s lungs are still developing and are especially 
vulnerable. 

• Cardiovascular disease: PM2.5 exposure is associated with heart attacks, stroke, 
cardiac arrhythmia, and cardiovascular mortality. The American Heart Association 
has identified air pollution as a modifiable cardiovascular risk factor. 

• Premature death: Long-term exposure to fine particulate matter is one of the 
leading environmental causes of premature death globally. Studies estimate air 
pollution from transportation causes between 17,000 and 20,000 deaths in the 
U.S. each year. 

• Maternal and infant health: Exposure during pregnancy is associated with 
preterm birth, low birth weight, and impaired fetal development — outcomes with 
lifelong health consequences. 

• Neurological and cognitive impacts: Emerging evidence links PM2.5 exposure to 
cognitive decline, dementia, and neurodevelopmental effects in children, including 
impacts on school performance and attention. 

• Cancer: Long-term exposure to air pollution is associated with increased risk of 
lung cancer and other malignancies. 

Who bears the burden 

The health harms of vehicle pollution are not distributed equally. According to the 
American Lung Association’s 2023 State of the Air report, more than 1 in 3 Americans 
live in communities with unhealthy air. But that burden is not shared evenly: 
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• People of color are over three times more likely than white people to be breathing 
the most polluted air in the country. 

• Communities of color and low-income communities are disproportionately 
located near major roadways and highways, exposing residents to the highest 
concentrations of vehicle pollution day after day. 

• Black and Latino Americans experience higher rates of asthma, cardiovascular 
disease, and pollution-related mortality — disparities driven in part by decades of 
inequitable transportation and land use decisions. 

• Frontline communities already face compounding environmental burdens. 
Delaying cleaner standards extends and deepens these inequities for another 
generation. 

What EPA’s own analysis found 

When EPA finalized the Tier 4 standards in 2024, its own Regulatory Impact Analysis 
projected enormous benefits — benefits the current administration is choosing not to 
quantify in its proposed delay: 

• Nearly $100 billion in annual net benefits to society from the full multi-pollutant 
standards package. 

• $13 billion in annual public health benefits from improved air quality alone. 
• $62 billion in annual fuel and maintenance savings for American drivers — real 

money back in people’s pockets. 
• Up to 2,500 premature deaths prevented annually by 2055. 
• More than 7 billion tons of carbon emissions avoided through 2055 — roughly 

four times the annual emissions of the entire U.S. transportation sector. 
• Between $63 billion and $280 billion in total benefits attributable specifically to 

reduced PM2.5 — the pollutant most directly linked to premature death and 
serious cardiovascular and respiratory illness. 

And critically: These numbers are almost certainly an undercount. Many health benefits 
of cleaner air — including long-term neurological effects, reduced healthcare system 
burden, and avoided lost workdays and school days — are not fully captured in EPA’s 
models. The true benefit-to-cost ratio is likely even higher than the official figures show. 

The American Lung Association’s “Zeroing in on Healthy Air” report offers additional 
scale: a full nationwide transition to zero-emission vehicles would prevent 110,000 
premature deaths and generate $1.2 trillion in health benefits and $1.7 trillion in climate 
benefits through 2050. Tier 4 is a critical step on that path. Delaying it moves us 
backward. 
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The current proposed delay quantifies only the cost to industry of complying with Tier 4 
standards. It does not quantify the cost to the public of delaying them — no accounting 
of premature deaths, asthma attacks, hospitalizations, or lost workdays that will now 
occur. EPA produced those numbers two years ago. Choosing not to include them now is 
a values decision, not a technical one. 

What to say in your public comment 

Public comments are most effective when they are specific, personal, and grounded in 
your expertise or lived experience. You do not need to address every point. Pick what 
resonates most. Here’s what makes for a strong individualized public comment: 

1. Lead with who you are. 

My name is [name]. I am a [title] at [organization] in [city, state].  

My name is [name]. I live in [city, state] near [major road/highway/neighborhood]. 

2. Tell your story and why this matters to you. 

I live near a major highway and see the health impacts on my neighbors every day.  

I am a health professional who sees the impact of air pollution on the patients and 
communities I serve.  

I have — or a loved one has — a health condition that puts me at greater risk from air 
pollution.  

I am concerned about the long-term health of my children and grandchildren breathing 
polluted air. 

3. Name the harm of repeal and the inequitable impacts.  

Weaker protections, worse air, more illness. Who lives near highways, who breathes the 
most polluted air, and who has the least recourse when standards are weakened.  

4. Cite 1–2 peer-reviewed studies that support what you see in your clinic, hospital, or 
community. 

You can find some examples above. 

5. State the ask clearly.  

Oppose the proposed delay and call for implementing Tier 4 standards on schedule in 
model year 2027. 

Call out the inadequacy of a regulatory analysis that counts costs to industry but refuses 
to count costs to human health. 



Remind EPA of its statutory mandate under the Clean Air Act to protect public health — 
and that vehicles sold under weaker standards will remain on the road for 15 to 20 years. 

Urge EPA to withdraw the proposed delay entirely. 

Submit comments here or at regulations.gov, Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2025-3297. 
Deadline: July 6, 2026. 

Public hearings will take place June 3-4, 2026. Email to request the registration form or 
ask questions about the hearing. Pre-registration ends on May 27, but the registration 
form will be open through June 2. 

Sharing Resources 

Sample Social Media Posts 

X/Bluesky 

• EPA must count the cost of human lives, not just industry profits. The proposed 
delay of Tier 4 emissions standards would put more polluting vehicles on the road 
at the expense of our health. Tell EPA to withdraw the proposal by July 6: 
https://www.votervoice.net/HP4C/Campaigns/137630/Respond  

• Delaying Tier 4 emissions standards means prolonging dirty air in communities 
already hit hardest by pollution. Urge EPA to withdraw the proposed delay. 
Submit a public comment by July 6: 
https://www.votervoice.net/HP4C/Campaigns/137630/Respond  

• The EPA wants to delay cleaner vehicle standards by two years, meaning millions 
more high-pollution vehicles on the road and more harm to our health. Tell EPA to 
withdraw the delay by July 6: 
https://www.votervoice.net/HP4C/Campaigns/137630/Respond  

• The proposed delay of Tier 4 emissions standards means millions more vehicles 
will be sold at higher pollution levels that we already know cause preventable 
illness and death. Submit a comment urging EPA to withdraw this proposal: 
https://www.votervoice.net/HP4C/Campaigns/137630/Respond  

LinkedIn 

Option #1 

The EPA has proposed delaying Tier 4 emissions standards by two years. This would put 
more polluting vehicles on the road at the expense of our health. 

When EPA finalized the Tier 4 standards in 2024, its own Regulatory Impact Analysis 
projected enormous benefits — benefits the current administration is choosing not to 
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quantify in its proposed delay. The cost of human lives must be considered, not just 
industry profits.  

Join me in urging EPA to withdraw this proposal. Submit a public comment by July 6: 
https://www.votervoice.net/HP4C/Campaigns/137630/Respond  

Option #2 

People of color and low-income communities disproportionately live near major 
roadways and highways, exposing residents to the highest concentrations of vehicle 
pollution day after day. 

Delaying Tier 4 vehicle emissions standards would mean prolonging dirty air in these 
communities and deepening inequities for future generations.  

Join me in urging EPA to withdraw this proposal. Submit a public comment by July 6 
using this guidance from the @Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health: 
https://www.votervoice.net/HP4C/Campaigns/137630/Respond  

Facebook/Instagram 

The proposed delay of Tier 4 emissions standards means millions more vehicles will be 
sold at higher pollution levels that we already know cause preventable illness and death. 
These impacts would be felt most deeply by communities already overburdened by 
transportation pollution.  

Join me in urging EPA to withdraw this proposal. Submit a comment by July 6 using this 
guidance from @docsforclimate/@Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health: 
https://www.votervoice.net/HP4C/Campaigns/137630/Respond  

Newsletter Blurb 

The EPA has proposed delaying Tier 4 emissions standards by two years. This would put 
more polluting vehicles on the road at the expense of our health. The current proposed 
delay quantifies only the cost to industry of complying with Tier 4 standards. It does not 
quantify the cost to the public of delaying them — no accounting of premature deaths, 
asthma attacks, hospitalizations, or lost workdays that will now occur. These impacts 
would be felt most deeply by communities already overburdened by transportation 
pollution. Urge EPA to withdraw this proposal. Submit a public comment by July 6 using 
this guidance from the Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health. 
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